The traveler on the Nile today passes through scenery very different from that surrounding the Egyptian of dynastic times. He will not see the panoramas of foliage and animal and bird life with which the ancient artist decorated the walls of palaces and tombs. Such paintings were veri- Several factors have contributed to changing the banks of the river out of all semblance to their former appearance. During the thousands of years of its history the almost rainless climate has caused the gradual drying up of the higher ground, which is now desert. More and more land along the river's edge has been reclaimed for agricultural purposes, to feed the ever-increasing population; and to make such land cultivable there has been developed a complicated system of irrigation for controlling the annual flood waters from the upper Nile.
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We are grateful, therefore, not only to the Applique on the wrapping of a mummified white ibis.
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